28                           IMPERIAL   GERMANY
tions on industrial efficiency that seem so much a matter of
course in the lower cultures, there are others that run to
much the same effect and hold their place among the more
enlightened peoples in much the same matter-of-course way.
These are in part rather obscure, not having been much
attended to in popular speculation, and in part quite no-
torious, having long been subjects of homiletical iteration.
And since this growth of what may be called secular, as
contrasted with magical or religious, institutional inhibitions '
on efficiency, has much to do with latterday economic affairs,
as well as with the material fortunes of our prehistoric fore-
bears, a more detailed exposition of their place in economic
life will be in place.
On the adoption of new industrial ways and means,
whether in the way of specific devices and expedients or of
comprehensive changes in methods and processes, there fol-
lows a growth of conventional usages governing the utilisa-
tion of the new ways and means. This applies equally
whether the new expedients are home-bred innovations or
technological improvements borrowed from outside 5 and in
any case such a growth of conventions takes time, being of
the nature of adaptive habituation. A new expedient, in the
way of material appliances or of improved processes, comes
into the industrial system and is adapted to the requirements
of the state of things into which it is introduced. Certain
habitual ways of utilising the new device come to be ac-
ceptedj as, would happen, e.g., on the introduction of do-
mestic animals among a people previously living by tillage
alone and having no acquaintance with the use of such ani-
mals under other conditions than those prevailing among